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OW for a Touch at Politicks, 
for methinks the Face of Af- 
fairs begins to be unmask’d, 
and the great Folks abroad 

feem to diftover the Truth of their Intentions. 

Earneft. Thefe are tender, very tender 
Points, and tho’ fome Perfons take the Li- 
berty of amufing the World with Prepara- 
tions for a Naval Defcent on the Part of Sawe- 
den, and the Warlike Armaments by Sea and 
Land, on that of Spaim againft the Emperor 
and the Portuguefe, it will be fafer for us to 
fufpend our Judgment, till Things are more 
ripe, for fuch a Declaration. 

Fef. "Tis faid, that the King of Sicily will 
ftand Neurer, in Cafe ofa War in Italy, and 
that the Dukes of Parma and Modena will 
Alo the fame. 

Earneft. So it is written in the Article from 
Vienna, that the King of Great- Britain, as 
Elector of Hanover is included in the Treaty 
between Mufcovy and Sweden , that Three Suns 
‘have appear’d at Noon-Day towards Hungary, 
and that a New Star has been difcover’d in 
this Pruffian Majefty’s Territories. Bne the 


Fé. 


-_ 


late Proclamation againft the Importation of 
Iron from the Saedifh Ports clears up the firit, 
and the Author of the Fiying Pof’s great Fa- 


‘miliarity with his Neighbour Mr. Whiffon ex- 


plains the laft. 

Fe. You will not tell me I hope, that the 
Regent of France has not fent to acquaint the 
Emperor, that he muft fide with Spain, in 
Cafe the Germans march any of their Forces 


into Italy; that King Pdillip is in clofe Al- 


liance with the Great Turk, and by the means 
of Prince Ragotski, has efpoufed the Caufe of 
Mabhometani{m fo far, as to promife a Diver- 
fion to the Portuguefe, to hinder the Conjun- 
ction of the Squadron of that Nation, with 


the Venetians in the Levant 2 


Earneft. 1 fhall affert neither of thefe, till 
better convinc’d of the Grounds of fuch Re- 
poris; fince it cannot be for the Intereft of a 
Kingdom, whofe Prince is in his Minority, to 
engage in a War without an abfolute Neceflity 
of fo doing ; and it is incompatible with the 


Honour and Religion of the Spamifh Nation, 


that has ever been at open Hoflilities with In- 
fidels and Barbarians to act in Concert with 
them. Jef. 
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fet. Hey-Days, you are mightily upon 
the Refervet 

Earneft. And fo will you, when,you come 
to hear thar his Catholick Magéity has te- 
manded by his Ambaflador atthe Hagae, that 
the Author of fo Scandalous a Report be fe- 
verely punifhed, which is nothing but a Piece 
of Juftice owing to the Dignity of a Crown'd 
Head, that niakes asgreata Figure as any an 
Europe, 

Feft. Nowe of our Foreign Papers give us 
to know the Refult of that Demand; nor 
whether the Printer or Author are yet difco- 
ver’d or feiz d. 

Earneft. There is no Room to doubt bue 
they will; fince this is too ticklith a Conjun- 
ture for the States of Holland chat have lave- 
ly fuffer’d too much by Wars arid Defolations 
to give Occafion for new Differences with fo 
formidablea Power, that muft of Courfe bring 
all Ewrope into the Quarrel. 

Fe#. Then you don‘timagine that a new 
War will happen without it. 

Earneft. "Tis hoped that the Prudence of 
our Miniftry, with that of Franceand the States 
General will preventit. Grif thatcannot be, 
that the Enghi{fh whe have born fo much of 
the Brunt of the Laft War will, ( unlefs our 
Alliances oblige us to the Contrary ) be 
excus’d from Entring into another. But Peace 
and ‘War are the Prerogatives of the Crown, 
and you will give me Leave to wave that 
Subject for fome other Marrer of Ditcourfe. 
Have you nothing new but inthe Mails from 
abroad ? sae 

eft. Yes, yes, What is moft aftonifhing, 
and was never heard of before. An Act and 
Deed ofour own Growth. While onthe other 
Side of the Herring-Pond, Thingsare in Agi- 
‘tation for the further Increafe of the Dead, 

Ve are robbing the very Graves for the En- 
richment of the Living ; and the Papers of the 
Week give us to underftand, that there are 
among us,Villains cafe-harden’d enough to tear 
the very Bodies of thofe that Sleep in the 
‘Manfions of Darknefs out of their very Cof- 
fins, to make Sale of them, for fuchand fuch 
Prices. +, 

Earneft. Nothing could be more impious ! 
Northing more abhorrent of all Chriftian Com- 
‘paffion! This is a dire& Infringment of the 
Laws of Nature; an-open Violation of the 
‘Laws of God; anda Manifeft Tranfgreffion 








of the Laws of the Land: Itis adding Sacri- 
lege to the greateft Barbarity, and deferves 
P ent from the Judge as the moft Ca- 


pial Offence. 


Fe. And yet there has been an Inftance of 
this Kind, and not long fince, wherein a Grave- 
Digger had only a Lath or Two at the Cart’s 
Tail ; and the Surgeon that fet him at Work 
is (id to have efcap'd being brought upan his 
Tryal, 

Earneft. Tae greater the Pity. Though 
it is to be hoped, that norwithflanding, the 
Sexton of St. Seviour's is under Bail, he will 
be as vigoroufly profecuted (nay even to 
Death, if guilty, ) asthe Deputy Clerk of Sr. 
Andrews for a much lefs Crime ; fince the tear- 
ing of a Leaf or Two from a Regifter is a 
Trifle and mere Peccadillo, in refpedtof that 
of Tearing Dead Bodies from their Graves. 

Fef. Ten to one bur Dr. Sacheverel’s Well- 
withers, the Whigs, make fome of the Scan- 
dal of thefe rwo Faétts revert upon him, fince 
they were. committed in the Two Parithes 
whereof he has the Care of Souls; and that 
they whe could turn the Fall of an unhappy 
Workman or two from his Houfe, into a 
Fudgment, will do fomething of the like Na- 
ture now, and Jay Part of the Blame upon 
him, as the Mafter that had both the one 
and the other under Employment. 

Earnet, They have done it already, by 
the fly Infinuations of the Faction. Yet thee 
are the Fellows fome Perfons of high Dignity 
and Figure ate for taking into their Bofom, 
and giving up a fhare of the Rights of the 
Church to. 

‘Sef. Would thefe Men give themfelves 
but Time to confider the Hiftory of that 
Grand Rebellion from which, thev are {o 
fond of wrefting Things and Occurrences to 
their own perverfe Meaning ; they will find 
that no Concellions could fatisfie the Malig- 
nant Party, and that it is their Nature to 
covet the more we give. There we hall find 
thae the Hierarchy and Engiih Liturgy being 
Voted down, there was a general Liberty 
given to all Confciences in Point of Religion : 
The Tayler and Shoe-maker might have cut out 
what Religion they pleas’d; the Vintner and 
Tapfter might have breach’d what Doétrines 
were moft agreeable to their Fancies ; and 
the Druggift and A porhecary have mingled them 
according to their feveral Inclinations: The 
Haver- 








Haberdafer might have put them upon what 

Blocks he judg’d moft convenient ; The Ar- 
morer and Sword-Cutker might have furbifbed 
them at Will: The Dyer might have put what 
Colour ; the Painter what Face he lik’d belt up- 
on them: The Drarer and M.rcer might have 
meaford them after their ewa Way; the 
Weaver cat them upon what Lom he made 
ule of: The Baat/wain and Mariner might 
have brought them to what Deck they pleas‘; 
the Barber might have Trimm'd them as He 
pleas’d, the Gardiner might have Prun‘d them 
as he pleasd: The tlack/mith might have 
forged what Religion he pieas’d. And fo eve- 
ry one, according to his Profefian and Fancy, 
was at Liberty to go after his own Humour 
and Imagination. 

Earneft. And all thefe Irregularities were 
committed under Pretence, that there was a 
Defign to bring in the Pope, and to caft the 
Civil Government into a French Frame, where- 
with they made the Pulpits to ring. Nor 
did the Pulpit only help to kindle this Fire, 
but the Prefs alfo contributed much there- 
unto, as Dangers and Jealonfies, and a Kind 
of Swperfetation of Fears daily increasd in 
every Corner-——Traduntque Metus, nec pofciur 
Author. 

Feft. There are diverfe Sorts of Fears. 
Con{cientious Fears, pannick Fears, p4/illanimous 
Fears, and politick Fears. Be fo kind as to 
Explain their Nature, 

Earneft. The firft proceeds from Guilt of 
Confcience, which turns often to Phrenfie. 
The fecond Fear may be called a Kind of 
Chimera, *tis fome fidden Surprizal or 
Confternation proceeding from no manner of 
Ground. Pujillanimows Fear makes a Moun- 
tain of a Mole-hill: It arifes from Poverty of 
Spirit, and want of Courage, and is a Paflion 
of an abject and degenerous Minds, and is cal- 
led Cowardize. Pol:tick Fear, is a created 
forged Fear wrought in another to bring 
fome Defign about. And as we find the 
Attronomers to imagine fuch and fuch Cir- 
cles in the Heavens, as the Zodiack, Equi- 
noctial, Colures, T opiques and others; though 
there be no fiich Things really in Nature, to 
verifig and make their Conclufions good: So 
Statefmen often devife and invent imaginary 
Fears, to make their Actions the more plau- 
fible, and thereby to compafS their Ends. 
Or as the Sun is wont to appear far bigger 





ia the Morning’ and Evening, than at Noon, 
when he is Exal'ed to his Meridian (che Rea- 
fon fer fo doing being in the Language of 
the Philofophers, the Interpofition of the Va- 
pours and Exhalations, which are in the Low- 
er Regions of the Air, thro’ which we look 
upon him, as we find a Piece of Silver look 
larger in a Bafon of Water than elfewhere.) 
So the Politician ufes to caft ftrange Mifs.ot 
Fears and Fogs of Jealoufies before the Eyes 
of the Vulgar, to make Dangers feem greater 
and more affrightning. It is obferved, thar 
the Torpedo Fifh, when apprehenfive of being 
Catch’d, difgorges an Inky-black Froth, to 
difcolour and darken the Water ; that he may 
not be feen, and fo make his Efcape. In like 
manner does the Crafty Politician have it 
among his Tricks, when in Purfuit of fome 
Sinifter Ends of his own, to caft out before 
the Eyes of the Credulous, ftrange Apprehen- 
fions and Jealoufies of imaginary Dangers, 
whereby he may the better inveagle and ca- 
jole them into real Ones. : 

‘Feft. 1 pray, deal clearly with me, was 
there any Thing in thofe Days of a Defign to 
bring in the Mafs again ? 

Earneft. The AMdafs? You may fay there 
was a Plot to bring in Malomet as foon, and 
to introduce the Alchcram and Talmud. Yet 
it is moft certain there was one, and that 
deeply laid to bring in a New Religion—But 
what Religion forfooth ? Not Popery, but Pres 
bytery, and with it to Ufher in Buchanan and 
Knox, and to caft our Church and Srate into 
a Scots Mold. ‘The Covenant was conjured 
up by the Presbyterian Party, and may be cal- 
led.a worfe Devil than that let loofe from Hv/- 
land, called the Excife , For the one'T'yrannized 
over the Purfe, and the other over the Confci- 
ence, But what an unmanly and difhonour- 
able Thing was it for the Englijh Nation, to 
bind their Souls for conferving the Religion of 
another Foreign People inferior to them ; for 
fecuring the Doétrine, Difcipline, and Go- 
vernment of a Church, which not one Exz- 
lihman in a Thoufand underftood, and yét 
every one muft take the holy Covenant by a 
blind implicic Faith. 

Fe. There was another Oath con/fiiting 
all of Negatives call’d the Oath of Adj uration 
which I allo heard of 
bout the fame Tim 
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not only reach the outward Man, but ran- 
fack'd all the inmoft Recefles of the Brain, and 
Cogitations of his Mind. 

Earueft. Truly under Favour and Corecti- 
on, I humbly {peak it, there was a kind of In- 
humanity, an @ae7 in that Oath: For allLaws 
are made, and all Magiftrates are Appointed 
to reftrain the Outward Man, and regulate his 
Adtions, as they refer to the Publick. Nei- 
ther does it matter what private Crotchets we 
entertain in our own private Conceptions, fo 
that we Agree and Tune with our Com- 
panions. The Law confiders Us as we have 
Reference to one another, and to the Body 
Politick, therefore it is wont, neither to limit 
our private Expences nor tye us up to any 
- Courfe of Diet or Phyfick : Becaufe our fin- 
gle Fortune’s and Health, though they migh- 
tily concern our felves, are but of little Im- 
portance to the Publick. And as every one 
enjoys this Liberty in Relation to his Body, 
- and Goods too ; our Souls oughtto be allowed 
a proportionable Share of that Freedom, pro- 
vided it give no Scandal to the Publick, Our 
Theughts, as long as we keep them within 
‘. Doors, cannot any way offend ; therefore there 
isno Punifhment appointed by Law for them. 
‘The Intention of Murther is taken no Notice 
of by the Law, if the Defign of mifchief ftay 
‘at the Imagination, and proceed no far- 
ther to any outward Attempt ; the Law 
refers that to the great Tribunal of God, 
‘who is the only} Kardiognoftick, or Searcher 
-of Hearts. If a Law were juftifyable a- 
gainft erroneous Thoughts in Points of Reli- 





gion, with an Oath of Abjuration to make the 
fufpected accufe himfelf ; why fhould there 
not be an Oath alfo provided againft 
Thoughts of Treafcn, Aduliry, and Murther, 
to bring every one to fwear whether he be 
guilty, or no of fuch Crimes? Now touch- 
ing this Presbyterian Oath of Abjuration, for 
whiat I fpeak of was promulged in the Days 
of an Ufurper, it was not contented with a 
modeft and fimple Denyal, that one believed 
there were no firch and fuch Things. But 
he was obliged to fwear pofitively and point 
blank, that there were no fuch Things at all. 
Now, tho’ I am not of the fame Qpinion 
with Copernicus, that the Earth moves and the 
Sun ftands ftill, yet 1 thould be loath to Saear 
either the one or the other. 

Fef. 1 obferve this Oath had a double 
Edge, for either it awrong'd one’s Conftience, or 
ruin’ d bis Fortunes, becaufe he was condemned 
without either Accufer or Witnefs, and the 


‘Party himfelf was under the Dilemma, of be- 


ing both againft himfelf, and what could be 
more repugnant to Nature ? 

Earneft. \t was not only oppofite to the 
Law of Nature, but the Common Law of 
England did at that Time fo abhor that any 
fhould accufe and condemn himfelf, that 
there were Extraordinary Provifions made 
againft it by our Anceftors. Therefore if any 
had been Cited into the Spiritual Court to 
bear Teftimony againft himfelf, pro Salute 
Anime, a Probibition lay at the Common Laws, 
to flop their Proceedings. But of this more 
when Occaiion fhall offer. 
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not only reach the outward Man, but ran- 
fack'd all the inmoft Receffes of the Brain, and 
Cogitations of his Mind. 

Earueft. Truly under Favour and Coreéti- 
on, | humbly fpeak it, there was a kind of In- 


humanity, an @Ae7 in that Oath: For allLaws 


are made, and all Magiftrates are Appointed 
to reftrain the Ourward Man, and regulate his 
Adtions, as they refer to the Publick. Nei- 
ther does it matter what private Crotchets we 
entertain in our own private Conceptions, fo 
that we Agree and Tune with our Com- 
panions. The Law confiders Us as we have 
Reference to one another, and to the Body 
Politick, therefore it is wont, neither to limit 
our private Expences nor tye us up to any 
Courfe of Diet or Phyfick : Becaufe our fin- 
gle Fortune’s and Health, though they migh- 
tily concern our felves, are but of little Im- 
portance to the Publick. And as every one 
enjoys this Liberty in Relation to his Body, 
. and Goods too ; our Souls oughtto be allowed 
a proportionable Share of that Freedom, pro- 
vided it give no Scandal to the Publick, Our 
Thoughts, as long as we keep them within 
-. Doors, cannot any way offend ; therefore there 
isno Punifhment appointed by Law for them. 
The Intention of Murther is taken no Notice 
of by the Law, if the Defign of mifchief ftay 
‘at the Imagination, and proceed no far- 
ther to any outward Attempt ; the Law 
refers that to the great Tribunal of God, 
“who is the only} Kardiognoftick, or Searcher 
-of Hearts. If a Law were juftifyable a- 
gainft erroneous Thoughts in Points of Reli- 


gion, with an Oath of Abjuration to make the 
{ufpected accufe himfelf ; why fhould there 
not be an Oath alfo provided againft 
Thoughts of Treafcn, Aduliry, and Murther, 
to bring every one to fwear whether he be 
guilty, or no of fuch Crimes? Now touch- 
ing this Presbyterian Oath of Abjuration, for 
whiat I {peak of was promulged in the Days 
of an Ufiirper, it was not contented with a 
modeft and fimple Denyal, that one believed 
there were no fuch and fuch Things. But 
he was obliged to fwear pofitively and point 
blank, that there were no fuch Things at all. 
Now, tho’ I am not of the fame Q@pinion 
with Copernicus, that the Earth moves and the 
Sun ftands fill, yet 1 fhould be loath to Swear 
either the one or the other. 

Fe. 1 obferve this Oath had a double 
Edge, for either it awrong'd one’s Conftience, or 
ruin'd his Fortunes, becaufe he was condemned 
without either Accufer or Witnefs, and the 


‘Party himfélf was under the Dilemma, of be- 


ing both againft himfelf, and what could be 
more repugnant to Nature ? 

Earneft. \t was not only oppofite to the 
Law of Nature, but the Common Law of 
England did at that Time fo abhor that any 
fhould accufe and condemn himfelf, that 
there were Extraordinary Provifions made 
againft it by our Anceftors. Therefore if any 
had been Cited into the Spiritual Court to 
bear Teftimony againft himfelf, pro Salute 
Anima, a Probibition lay at the Common Laws, 
to flop their Proceedings. But of this more 
when Occaiion fhall offer. 
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